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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 


Atherstone. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Atherstone  Rural 

District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  my  report  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 

The  district  consists  of  twelve  parishes.  The  population  at  the 
1931  Census  was  21,869,  distributed  as  follows: — 


WARWICKSHIRE 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Ansley 

. . 1059 

1012 

2071 

Atherstone 

. . 3085 

3160 

6245 

Baddesley  Ensor 

843 

760 

1603 

Baxterley  . . 

..  215 

193 

408 

Bentley 

139 

118 

257 

Caldecote 

84 

49 

133 

Grendon 

644 

612 

1256 

Hartshill 

..  1292 

1250 

2542 

Mancetter 

353 

349 

702 

Merevale 

42 

60 

102 

Oldbury 

37 

47 

84 

Poles  wo  rth 

. . 3407 

3059 

6466 

21 ,869 

The  estimate  of  resident  population  at  mid-year  1947  is  22,510 — 
and  it  is  on  this  figure  that  the  vital  statistics  have  been  taken. 

The  vital  statistics  reckoned  on  the  figure  of  22,510  are  as  follows  : — 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
Population 

Live  Births 

446 

20 

466 

20.7 

Still  Births 
Deaths  . . 

10 

— 

229 

10.2 

For  England  and  Wales  the  live  birth  rate  was  20.5  ; and  the  death 
rate  12.0  per  1,000  of  population. 
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Eighteen  infants,  under  the  age  of  one  year,  died  in  the  district 
during  1947,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  38.6  per  1,000  live 
births. 

Deaths  in  the  district  during  the  year  were  due  to  ; Heart  Disease, 
53  ; other  diseases  of  circulatory  system,  11  ; Cancer,  40  ; Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  9 ; other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  nil  ; other  respiratory 
diseases,  4 ; Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  20  ; Bronchitis,  13  ; Syphilitic 
diseases,  1 ; Pneumonia,  24  ; Influenza,  5 ; Diarrhoea  under  two  years, 
3 ; Appendicitis,  2 ; other  digestive  diseases,  Ulcer  of  Stomach,  2 ; 
Kidney  Disease,  7 ; Maternal  Causes,  1 ; Premature  Birth,  Con- 
genital Debility,  etc.,  6 ; Violence,  10  ; other  causes,  13. 

Male  deaths  numbered  129,  and  Female  deaths  100. 

Male  births  numbered  248  and  Female  births  218. 

INFANT  WELFARE 

There  are  Centres  at  Atherstone,  Hartshill,  Polesworth  and  Dordon. 
Each.  Centre  is  managed  by  a Committee  of  ladies,  who  give  their 
services  and  time  to  the  work.  The  County  Health  Visitor  and  local 
Maternity  Nurses  are  present.  A medical  man  attends  every  other  week. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  number  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  cases  during  1947  were: — 
Scarlet  Fever,  34  ; Diphtheria,  2 ; Pneumonia,  60  ; Erysipelas,  3 ; 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  nil ; Acute  Poliomyelitis,  5 ; Opthhalmia  Neona- 
torum, 1 ; Dysentry,  nil  ; Measles,  244  ; Whooping  Cough,  14. 

The  Tuberculosis  Register,  at  31st  December,  1947,  showed  130 
cases,  comprised  as  follows  : — 

Males  Females 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 

64  15  36  15 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

The  Hospital  was  in  use  until  the  end  of  April  when,  for  staffing 
and  economical  reasons,  it  was  closed.  An  arrangement  was  made  with 
the  Coventry  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  reception  of  Diphtheria  and 
complicated  Scarlet  Fever  cases  from  our  area.  Three  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  treated  in  the  Coventry  Isolation 
Hospital.  One  case  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  was  treated  in  a 
Birmingham  Hospital. 

I am, 

Yours  truly, 

MARK  BRADFORD, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 
Atherstone. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  fifth  Annual  Report  on  my 
part  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  of  shortages  of  labour  and 
building  materials,  licencing,  etc.,  a contribution  towards  improving 
conditions  in  the  District  has  been  made. 

The  completion  of  101  Council  houses  since  the  end  of  the  War 
has  relieved  the  lot  of  some  of  our  housing  applicants.  With  292 
houses  in  course  of  erection  or  approved,  a welcome  reduction  of  the 
number  of  applicants  should  result  by  the  end  of  next  year. 

Water  supplies  and  sewerage  throughout  the  area  arc  comparatively 
good,  but  our  crying  need  is  for  a sewerage  system  and  disposal  works 
for  the  Birchley  Heath  section  of  the  Ansley  Parish.  I make  special 
mention  of  this,  for  sewage  disposal  there  is  worse  than  could  have  been 
the  case  in  mediceval  times.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Ministry  of 
Health  will  sanction  expenditure  and  bless  the  scheme  now  being 
prepared  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor.  No  other  measure  can  amel- 
iorate these  existing  conditions  which  can  have  nothing  but  deleterious 
effects  on  the  persons  living  in  Birchley  Heath. 

1 desire  to  thank  Mr.  Margoschis,  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 
in  particular,  and  the  Clerk  Pupil  in  the  Department,  for  their  loyal 
support  and  assistance  and  in  conclusion  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  assistance  and  consideration  I have  received  from  the  Public  Health 
Committee. 

Commending  this  report  to  your  notice. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

SYDNEY  If.  ACTON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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GENERAL  INSPECTION 

The  general  inspection  of  the  various  premises  within  the  district 
for  the  discovery  of  conditions  causing  of  likely  to  cause  nuisance  has 
been  carried  out.  The  total  number  of  inspections  and  re-visits  made 
is  5,213,  and  the  number  of  defects  and  nuisances  for  which  notices 
were  given,  is  1,764. 

The  following  list  gives  some  of  the  principal  nuisances  and  defects 


which  have  been  dealt  with. 

General  Defects  on  property  . . . . . . 1291 

Defective  closet  accommodation  . . . . 96 

Defective  and  blocked  drains  . . . . . . 54 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  . . . . 69 

Nuisances  from  keeping  animals  . . . . 9 

Offensive  accumulations  . . . . . . 4 

Conditions  at  farms  and  dairies  . . . . 14 


The  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  the  year,  in- 
cluding Rural  Housing  Survey,  is  1,796  and,  including  re-visits, 
inspections  numbered  2,557. 

315  houses  were  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habi- 
tation. 263  of  these  were  rendered  fit,  52  being  transferred  to  1948 
records. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK  SUPPLY 

There  are  166  farms  and  cowkeepers  in  the  district.  Of  these, 
118  produce  milk  for  sale,  and  the  following  are  the  numbers  of  per- 
sons registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  : — 

Producers  in  the  district  . . . . . . 118 

Producers  outside  the  district  . . . . 4 

Retail  Purveyors  . . . . . . . . 49 

During  the  year  visists  of  inspection  and  to  works  in  progress 
numbered  189.  Animals,  milk  utensils  and  vessels,  in  addition  to  the 
premises  were  generally  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

33  of  the  producers  in  the  district  are  Accredited  Milk  producers 
and  16  are  Tuberculin  Tested  producers. 

Structural  alterations,  repairs  and  improvements  carried  out  to 
farms  and  dairies  in  the  District  are  indicated  in  the  following  list. 

Farm  No.  1 : — 

New  dairy  constructed. 

Farm  No.  2 : — 

New  cowshed  provided. 

Farm  No.  3 : — 

Cowshed  and  dairy  improved. 
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Farm  No.  4 : — 

Sterilising  equipment  repaired. 

Farm  No.  5 : — 

Existing  cowshed  extended. 

Farm  No.  6 : — 

Milking  parlour  constructed. 

Dairying  accommodation  improved. 

Covered  yards  provided. 

Approaches  concreted. 

Farm  No.  7 : — 

Milking  parlour  constructed. 

New  dairy  erected. 

Yard  surface  concreted. 

New  drainage  provided. 

New  boiler-house  built. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  through  the  National 
Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme,  carry  out  tests  for  keeping  quality 
twice  monthly,  from  all  producers. 


RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 


The  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  completed  early  in  May  and  the 
result  was  published  in  June.  The  Survey  took  two  years  to  com- 
plete, and,  owing  to  changing  circumstances  over  such  a period,  no 
records  of  overcrowding  were  compiled. 

All  houses  under  and  including  a Rateable  Value  of  £16  were  in- 
cluded and  in  all  5,051  houses  were  surveyed.  According  to  its  general 
condition  and  amenities  each  house  was  put  into  one  of  five  categories, 
as  follows  : — 


Category  Condition  of  House. 

1.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

2.  Minor  defects. 

3.  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement. 

4.  Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  the  Housing 

(Rural  Workers)  Acts. 

5.  Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable 

expense. 

Owing  to  the  suspension  of  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts, 
Category  IV  was  excluded  from  the  results  and  houses  which  fell  into 
that  Category  were  included  in  Category  HI.  37.7%  (1,906  houses)  of 
the  houses  fell  into  Category  I ; 26.8%  (1,351)  into  Category  II  ; 24.3% 
(1,227)  into  Category  III;  and  11.2%  (567)  fell  into  Category  V.  Of 
the  1,906  houses  in  Category  I,  708  are  owned  by  the  Council. 

A copy  of  Appendix  A of  the  report  follows,  and  gives  the  total 
results  of  the  Survey  for  all  the  district  and  shows  number  of  rooms 
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and  particulars  of  water  supply,  sanitary  accommodation  and  other 
amenities  of  houses  in  each  Category  and  as  a whole.  In  our  more 
urbanised  parishes  of  Atherstone,  Polesworlh  and  Hartshill,  water 
supplies  and  water  carriage  systems  are  well  distributed  and  our  rural 
parishes,  with  the  exception  of  Caldecote,  have  comparatively  good 
water  supplies,  whilst  closet  accommodation  in  the  outlying  areas  is,  in 
general,  of  the  type  to  be  anticipated. 

The  result  of  the  Survey  shows  that  a formidable  task  faces  your 
Public  Health  Department.  Disrepair  is  a serious  matter  ; the  con- 
dition of  our  poorer  properties  depreciated  much  during  the  war  and 
unless  arrangements  for  repair  and  reconditioning  are  made  soon  many 
more  houses  will  fall  into  the  ranks  of  those  to  be  condemned.  What 
can  be  done  will  be  done  to  arrest  this  depreciation. 

SELECTION  OF  TENANTS  FOR  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

By  1939  the  Council  had  erected  708  houses  ; none  were  built 
during  the  War-years,  neither  was  the  number  affected  by  War  damage. 
At  the  31st  March,  1948,  the  Council  had  completed  a further  101 
houses  and  another  292  were  approved  or  under  construction  at  that  date. 

Selection  of  tenants,  carried  out  by  the  whole  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Committee,  is  not  based  on  a “points”  system,  but  rather, 
and  much  more  fairly  to  my  mind,  the  Committee  selects  those  appli- 
cants who  are  in  greatest  need  of  accommodation.  Immediately  prior 
to  a Selection  Meeting  the  whole  of  the  files  of  applicants  are  doubly 
looked  through.  Those  applicants  who  have  a chance  of  being  im- 
mediately allocated  a house  are  then  visited  and  their  housing  circum- 
stances and  all  relevant  details  recorded.  The  resulting  information 
placed  before  the  Committee  forms  a generally  sound  foundation  for 
decisions.  The  number  of  cases  on  the  short-list  before  the  Committee 
is  usually  about  three  times  the  number  of  houses  to  be  let  on  that 
occasion.  “Open”  tuberculosis  is  our  only  reason  for  priority  housing 
of  applicants. 

The  selection  of  tenants  is  oppressive  work,  and  undoubtedly  at  this 
time,  gives  rise  to  more  public  dissatisfaction  than  any  other  service 
given  by  the  Council.  Whatever  method  of  selection  was  adopted  the 
result  would  be  the  same.  From  interviewing  hundreds  of  applicants 
I conclude  that  only  when  they  personally  are  selected  are  they  satisfied 
that  the  right  choice  has  been  made,  and  this,  after  all,  is  only  human. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  work  of  house  refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour 
in  the  Parishes  of  Ansley  and  Polesworth  ; the  former  Parish  being 
taken  over  from  a Contractor  on  the  1st  April,  1946. 

In  the  Parishes  of  Atherstone,  Baddesley  Ensor,  Grendon,  Harts- 
hill and  Mancetter,  house  refuse  removal  is  done  by  Contractors.  The 
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Council  provide  the  vehicle  used  in  the  Atherstone  Parish.  Other 
Contractors  provide  own  vehicles. 


In  the  more  rural  Parishes  of  Baxterley,  Bentley,  Caldecote,  Mere- 
vale  and  Oldbury,  house  refuse  collection  is  not  carried  on  by  the 
Council,  but  in  Baxterley  and  Oldbury  the  local  Colliery  Companies 
remove  refuse  from  the  homes  of  their  employees. 


The  following  table  shews  the  numbers  of  ashbins,  pails,  privy 
middens  and  dry  pits  emptied  and  the  number  of  loads  taken  to  the 
tips,  by  the  direct  labour  service. 


Bins 

Pails 

Privies 

Ashpits 

Loads 


74,781 

5,826 

50 

44 

1,282 


A 1946  S.D.  Refuse  Freighter  is  employed  on  the  Polesworth  Parish 
and  a 1932  Guy  Refuse  Vehicle  operates  on  the  Ansley  Parish.  Two 
new  10  cu.  yd.  S.D.  Refuse  Freighters  are  on  order  and  should  be 
delivered  mid-year  1948. 

The  composition  of  house  refuse  varies  very  considerably  through- 
out the  district.  The  parishes  of  Polesworth  and  Ansley  being  heaviest. 
Test  weighings  of  loads  averaged  3 tons  2 ewts. 

The  collection  service  was  seriously  impeded  during  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year,  by  the  severe  wintry  conditions.  For  the  rest  of 
the  year  a satisfactory  service  was  given. 


HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

I louse  refuse  from  the  Parishes  of  Atherstone,  Polesworth  and 
part  of  Grendon  is  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping  on  the  Council’s 
Dordon  Tip.  Refuse  from  Ansley  and  Mancetter  Parishes  is  dealt 
with  at  the  Ridge  Lane  Tip.  Baddesley  Ensor  Parish  refuse  is  layered 
on  a portion  of  common  land.  The  Hartshill  Contractor  and  the 
Colliery  Companies  have  their  own  tips. 

For  the  first  year  in  almost  a quarter  of  a century  the  Dordon 
l ip  has  been  free  from  crickets.  During  1946  the  tip  was  liberally 
treated  with  various  insecticides,  including  Gammexane  Dust.  'Through- 
out the  summer  of  1947,  Gammexane  Dust  was  applied  to  exposed  new 
refuse  surfaces  at  the  close  of  each  day.  Covering  of  the  Tip  with 
6 inches  to  9 inches  of  soil  from  the  Watling  Street  improvement, 
followed  by  grassing  down,  improved  the  appearance. 

SALVAGE 

Efforts  were  made  to  increase  the  collection  of  salvage  and  an  in- 
come of  £599  was  the  result.  I started  salvaging  and  selling  bottles  and 
jars  from  the  refuse  during  the  year. 
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The  following  shews  tonnage  and  income,  not  including  bonus 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  on  paper  salvaged. 


Weight 

Gross 

Paper  and  Cardboard 
Scrap  Metal 
Textiles 
Bones 

Bottles  and  Jars 

Totals 

T.  C. 
55  1 

2 12 
1 17 

1 4 

2491 

£ s.  d. 
371  11  10 

10  8 0 

22  4 0 

7 13  0 

187  3 9 

60  14 

2491 

599  0 7 

FACTORIES 

There  are  114  factories  on  the  registers.  Of  these  28  are  bakehouses. 
The  premises  are  visited  at  intervals  as  shewn  by  the  table  below. 

There  are  82  outworkers  employed  by  hat  manufacturers  in  the 
district. 


The  following  table  shews  the  numbers  of  inspections  made,  defects 
found,  remedied,  etc. 


Details 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

(i)  Factories  where  Secs.  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 enforced 
by  L.A 

13 

Ot)  Factories  where  Sec.  7 
only  enforced  by  L.A. 

96 

8 

— 

Unsatisfactory  means  fire  escape 
Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

( b ) unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 


Defects 

Defects 

found 

Remedied 

8 

S 

1 

1 

1 

— 

The  sanitary  condition  of  factories  has  been  well  maintained. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD 
PREMISES 

During  the  year  some  1,600  pigs  were  killed  in  the  district  for 
private  consumption  and  of  these,  as  time  would  permit,  as  many  as 
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possible  were  inspected.  It  was  found  that  the  incidence  of  diseased 
conditions  was  slight  and  disposal  of  affected  organs  was  directed  upon. 

Animals  to  be  used  as  butchers  meat  in  the  district  are  all  slaught- 
ered at  the  Government  Abattoir  at  Nuneaton,  all  carcases  and  offals 
being  'inspected  there  before  allocation.  On  arrival  in  this  district  it 
is  dealt  with  by  the  butchers  in  a satisfactory  manner  and  in  compliance 
with  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations. 

In  addition  to  the  28  bakehouses  in  the  district,  78  premises  are 
registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  for  the 
manufacture,  preparation  or  sale  of  preserved  food  etc.  The  number 
of  each  type  of  premise  registered  is  given  below  : — 

Fried  fish  and  chip  shops  . . . . . . 26 

Preparation  of  cooked  meats,  etc.  . . . . 29 

Sale  and/or  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  . . . . 23 

421  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  during  the  year.  Lime- 
washing of  walls,  etc.  is  carried  out  as  often  as  is  necessary  and,  generally 


Number  Details 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

257  Eggs  

1 

4 

8 Dried  eggs  . . 

21 

310  Tins  of  Meat,  Milk,  Fruit,  Vegetables 

etc.  (blown,  holed,  etc.)  . . 

3 

0 

0 

0 "Tins  of  Meat,  Milk,  Fruit,  Vegetables 

etc.  (unsaleable  condition) 

6i 

Tea 

i 

1 1 Meat  pastes 

3 

•Potatoes 

1 

2 

0 

Soft  fruit  (oranges,  grapefruit,  etc.) 

l 

0 

25 

Dried  fruit  . . 

104 

•Sugar  (contaminated) 

6 

0 

23 

•Flour  (mixed  as  dough) 

2 

2 

0 

Cake,  puddings,  etc. 

15 

Butter  and  Margarine  (contaminated) 

8 

•Butter  and  Margarine  (damaged  in 

transit  or  unsaleable) 

35 

Cooking  fat  . . 

•Cheese 

24A 

Cooked  meats  (including  pies) 

12 

Cereals  (contaminated,  mites,  etc.) 

13 

Sausage  (decomposition) 

27 

Fish  (decomposition) 

20 

Bacon  and  1 lam  (decomposition)  . . 

3 

21 

Butchers  meat 

1 

2 

13 

1 Carcase  and  organs  of  bacon  pig, 

(generalised  tuberculosis)  app.  . . 

1 

2 

12 

I Carcase  and  organs  of  heifer  (killed 

on  railway)  app.  . . 

3 

1 

20 

Items  marked  * were  salvaged 

23 

3 

4 

11 


speaking,  utensils  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition.  Im- 
provements have  been  carried  out  at  3 bakehouses,  and  3 new  preparation 
rooms  have  been  provided  at  fish  frying  premises,  the  condition  of  2 
others  has  been  improved. 

The  articles  of  food  which  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption  at  the  various  food  shops  etc.,  are  given  in  the 
table  on  page  10.  The  food  was  destroyed  except  when  it  was  at  all 
possible  to  salvage  it. 

ICE  CREAM 

Ice  Cream  is  manufactured  at  10  of  the  registered  premises,  at  the 
remaining  13  premises  registered,  the  ice  cream  is  only  stored  prior  to 


No. 

Description 

Meth. 

Blue 

Grade 

B.  Coh 
present 
in  c.c. 

No.  of 
Colonies 
per  c.c. 

i 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

3 

1/100 

23400 

2 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

1 

Absent 

3600 

3 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

4 

1/100 

43200 

4 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

2 

1/10 

80600 

5 

Manufactured  elsewhere,  sold  from 
cart 

4 

1/100 

283000 

6 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

1 

Absent 

2400 

7 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

4 

1/100 

1296000 

8 

Manufactured  elsewhere,  sold  from 
cart 

4 

1/100 

252000 

9 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

3 

1/10 

52600 

10 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

4 

1/10 

336000 

11 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

1 

Absent 

5400 

12 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

4 

1/100 

324000 

13 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

2 

1 

1 8600 

14 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

i 

Absent 

54000 

15 

Manufactured  elsewhere,  sold  from 
shop 

4 

1/100 

72000 

16 

Manufactured  elsewhere,  sold  from 
cart 

4 

1/100 

56400 

17 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

3 

1 

75600 

IS 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

1 

1/100 

70200 

19 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

1 

1 

1800 

20 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

1 

1/10 

1 9200 

21 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

1 

1 

1 0800 

22 

Manufactured  elsewhere,  sold  from 
shop 

2 

1/100 

432000 

23 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

i 

Absent 

6000 

24 

Manufactured  elsewhere,  sold  from 
cart 

3 

1 / 100 

4104000 

25 

Manufactured  elsewhere,  sold  from 
cart 

4 

1/100 

378000 

26 

Manufactured  elsewhere,  sold  from 
shop 

3 

1/100 

86400 

27 

Manufactured  at  shop,  sold  loose 

3 

1/100 

12600 

28 

Manufactured  elsewhere,  sold  from 
shop,  wrapped  as  delivered 

1 

Absent 

680 

29 

Manufactured  elsewhere,  sold  from 
shop,  wrapped  as  delivered 

1 

Absent 

950 
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re-sale,  being  manufactured  outside  the  district.  During  the  year  one 
room  was  fitted  out  specially  for  the  manufacture  of  hot  mix  Ice  Cream. 
29  samples  were  taken,  during  the  season,  from  the  various  manufacturers 
and  purveyors  in  the  district  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Of  these  29  samples  10  were  of  ice  cream 
manufactured  outside  the  district  and  sold  here  either  from  shops  or 
vehicles.  Details  of  the  results  of  the  examination  of  the  samples  are 
given  in  the  table  on  page  1 1 . They  are  graded  according  to  the  results  of 
the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  and  the  presence  of  the  Baccilus 
Coli  ; colony  counts  per  c.c.  are  also  given.  The  samples  are  set  out  in 
chronological  order  and  show  some  improvement  towards  the  end  of  the 
season.  The  ice  cream  manufactured  in  the  district  is,  on  the  whole, 
of  a higher  standard  than  that  which  is  brought  in  ; this  is  due  to  con- 
tamination and  bacteria  multiplication  during  transit.  Improvement 
can  only  come  through  legislation  to  prevent  the  sale  of  unwrapped  ice 
cream  from  road  vehicles. 

When  a sample  of  ice  cream  which  was  manufactured  outside  the 
district  is  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  a copy  of  the  Public  Analysts’ 
report  is  forwarded  to  the  Local  Authority  concerned  for  appropriate 
action  to  be  taken. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

With  the  exception  of  one  parish  of  some  34  properties,  the  whole 
of  tlie  district  is  served  by  Council  main  water  from  three  deep  wells 
and  boreholes,  and  from  one  of  the  local  colliery  companies.  The  water 
is  pumped  to  a series  of  service  reservoirs  from  which  it  gravitates. 

A sample  of  water  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination 
w as  taken  of  water  from  a colliery  pit  shaft  when  considering  supplying 
an  outlying  cottage  from  that  source.  The  result  was  baeteriologically 
unsatisfactory.  The  supply  was  provided  to  the  coctage  and  a small 
pressure  filter  installed  to  ensure  fitness. 

The  Council  main  water  was  sampled  for  bacteriological  and 
chemical  examination  several  times  during  the  year.  Following  a result 
at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  increase  chlorination 
at  the  Ansley  Pumping  Station.  Following-up  results  early  in  1948 
were  then  satisfactory.  Other  results  on  mains  water  throughout  the 
district  were  that  it  was  of  a high  degree  of  purity  and  suitable  for  use 
;is  a public  supply. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

All  houses  where  infectious  diseases  were  notified  were  disinfected 
and  the  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  passed  through  the  steam  disinfector. 

The  homes  of  infectious  tuberculous  persons  are  similarly  treated 
when  a patient  dies  or  is  removed  to  sanatorium  or  changes  address. 

Free  supply  of  disinfectant  for  prophylactic  measures  in  houses 
where  infectious  disease  exists  is  carried  on  from  six  premises  in  various 
parts  of  the  district. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  two  premises  in  the  district  where  the  business  of  rag  and 
bone  dealing  is  carried  on. 

CANAL  BOATS 

Occasional  visits  are  paid  to  the  docks  and  wharves. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

There  is  a Byelaw  in  force,  made  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  specifying  that  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  a chimney  of 
any  building,  other  than  a private  house,  for  more  than  two  minutes 
in  any  period  of  thirty  minutes,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a statutory  nuisance 
and  a smoke  nuisance. 

Only  two  observations  were  taken  during  the  year.  These  were  on 
the  offending  colliery  chimney  mentioned  in  the  1946  Report.  Both 
results  were  unsatisfactory.  The  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  Tech- 
nical Advisory  Sendee  was  called  in  but  brought  no  satisfaction  to 
the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  National  Coal  Board  to 
install  mechanical  stokers  as  soon  as  possible,  and  this  should  improve 
conditions. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

There  is  one  full-time  Rodent  Operative  employed  and  the  methods 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  are  adopted.  During  the  year  68  premises  were 
treated  by  the  Rodent  Operative  apart  from  those  done  by  the  occupiers 
who  did  not  avail  themselves  of  the  service.  From  premises  which  he 
treated  the  Rodent  Operative  collected  469  bodies,  which  gives  an 
estimated  kill  of  between  1850  and  2,000  rats.  A worth-while  achieve- 
ment. 

The  Council’s  properties,  particularly  Sewage  Works  and  Refuse 
Tips,  are  periodically  visited  and  inspected  ; 19  treatments  resulted 

in  136  bodies  being  found. 

The  sewers  throughout  the  district  were  given  two  maintenance 
treatments,  one  mid-year  and  the  second  in  December. 

At  the  first  treatment  511  manholes  were  found  in  the  foul  sewerage 
systems,  455  of  these  were  baited  on  consecutive  days.  121  manholes 
showed  pre-bait  takes,  only  5 showed  complete  takes  on  one  or  both 
days.  56  manholes  were  not  suitable  for  baiting  owing  to  flooding  or 
lack  of  benching.  Poison  takes  were  not  noted. 

On  the  second  treatment  553  manholes  were  found,  and  of  these 
479  were  baited  on  two  alternate  days.  197  manholes  showed  pre-bait 
takes  (29  complete  takes,  42  good  and  126  small  takes),  74  manholes 
W'ere  not  suitable  for  baiting  on  this  occasion. 

On  bot’h  occasions  sausage  rusk  was  used  as  the  bait  base  and  5%  of 
zinc  phosphide  was  the  poison.  Poison  takes  were  not  noted  and  no 
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estimate  of  rats  killed  can  be  arrived  at,  but  the  treatments  were  re- 
flected in  fewer  surface  infestations  being  notified  than  in  1946  when  the 
Rodent  Service  was  introduced  by  the  Council. 

WORKS  DONE  AND  NUISANCES  ABATED  AT  PREMISES 
(OTHER  THAN  FARMS  AND  DAIRIES)  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1947. 


HOUSING  EXTERNAL 

Walls- 

Taken  down  and  re-built  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Raked  and  re-pointed  or  rendered  . . . . . . . . 35 

Door  sills  repaired  or  new  fixed 
Horizontal  damp-proof  courses  inserted 

Vertical  damp  proofing  of  walls  . . . . . . . . 9 

Open  areas  constructed  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  increased  . . . . . . 1 

Roofs — 

Stripped  and  re-slated  or  re-tiled  . . . . . . . . 1 

Repaired  and  made  weather-proof  . . . . . . . . 81 

Torched  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Skylights  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Gutterings — 

Repaired  and/or  new  provided  anti  fixed  . . . . . . 33 

Downspouts — 

Repaired  and/or  new  provided  and  fixed  . . . . . . 20 

Chimney  Stacks  — 

Wholly  or  in  part  taken  down  and  re-built  . . . . . . 16 

Raked  and  re-pointed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  14 

Pots  provided  and  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Yards,  Courts  and  Passages — 

Taken  up  and  re-laid  or  concreted  . . . . . . . . 12 

Water  Supply- 

Laid  on  into  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 

Standpipes  removed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Wells  dis-used 

New  pumps  provided  to  wells  or  repaired  . . . . . . 2 

Wells  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Wells  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Hot  systems  provided  and  fixed  . . . . 

“Furred-up”  service  replaced 

Bursts  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Drainage — 

New  lengths  drain  and/or  drainage  systems  provided  . . 13 
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Defective  drains  re-laid 

New  inspection  chambers  constructed  . . . . . . 4 

Septic  tanks  repaired 

Defective  inspection  chamber  covers  replaced  . . . . 12 

Connections  to  sewer 

Cesspools  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

New  cesspools  constructed  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Ventilation  shafts  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Cesspools  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

New  gullies  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Obstructed  drains  released  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Septic  tanks  and  percolating  beds  built  . . . . . . 1 

Closet  Accommodation — 

Conversions  to  W.C.s  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

New  W.C.  compartments  built  . . . . . . . . 16 

New  W.C.  pedestals  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . 45 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  and/or  new  provided  . . . . 17 

Miscellaneous  repairs  to  closet  compartments  . . . . 19 

Privies  converted  to  pails 
New  pail  closets  built 

New  Pails  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Washing  Accommodation — 

New  wash-houses  built  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Dilapidated  coppers  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 18 

New  furnace  pans  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Copper  flues  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Water  laid  to  wash-houses 
Floors  concreted  . . . . .... 

Ashes  Accommodation — 

New  ash  bins  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 110 

Ashpits  put  into  dis-use  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Outbuildings — 

Repaired . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Fuel  Stores — 

New  constructed 

Repaired . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

INTERNAL 

Walls— 

Totally  or  in  part  re-plastered  . . . . . . . . 86 

Ceilings — 

Totally  or  in  part  re-plastered  . . . . . . . . 67 

Windows — 

Defective  frames  repaired  or  replaced  . . . . . . 82 

Windows  re-corded  . , . , . . . , . , . . 24 
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Doors — 

Repaired,  replaced  and/or  weather  boards  fixed  . . . . 20 

Floors — 

Boarded  floors  replaced  and/or  repaired  . . . . . . 23 

Defective  skirtings  replaced 

Quarry  floors  re-laid  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

New  concrete  floors  laid  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Staircases — 

Woodwork  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Handrails  provided  and  fixed  or  repaired  . . . . . . 1 

Fire  Ranges  and  Grates — 

Repaired  and/or  new  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Sinks — 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed. . ..  ..  ..  ..  37 

New  wastes  fitted  or  existing  repaired  . . . . . . 13 

Sinks  re-set  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Sculleries — 

New  constructed  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Pantries — 

Improved 

New  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Smoke  Abatement — 

Smoke  nuisances  remedied 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Premises  rat-proofed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Rat  infested  premises  cleared  . . . . . . . . . . 68 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  . . . . . . . . 4 

Keeping  of  animals  nuisances  abated  . . . . . . . . 9 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

New  making-up  places  built  . . . . . . . . • . 4 

Cleansed  and  improved  . . . . . . . . . . 35 

River  pollution  prevented  . . 

New  sanitary  accommodation  at  factories 
Fire  escape  facilities  at  factories 

Water  courses  cleaned  out  . . . . . . . • • • 1 

Other  nuisances  abated  . . . . . . . . . . . • 18 

Soft  water  tanks  replaced  . . . . . . . . . . • • 1 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

SYDNEY  B.  ACTON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


APPENDIX  A 

TABLE  SHEWING  SUMMARY  OP  THE  HOUSING  SURVEY  THROUGHOUT  THE  DISTRICT 
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